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Clinical Practice

Hypothermia in Newborn

The incidence of moderate hypothermia (32 — 36 © C) in the newborn babies
admitted to neonatal intensive care following caesarian section, including the
very low birth weight and extremely low birth weight babies has decreased from
42 % to 15 % since January 2006. Through careful interventions like increasing
operating room temperature, pre-warming baby towels, educating health care
personnel, use of transport incubator and by the use of cling wrap to prevent
heat loss, we are now able to reduce the incidence of hypothermia. The
incidence of babies with temperature less than 35 °C has remained 0% since
the beginning of interventions. On going measures are continued to further

sustain the results between 0-10 percent.
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